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I  n  a  f l u o r e s c e n r - l i r  b a s e m e n r  a r  N o r r h a m p r o n ' s  U n i r a r i a n

I Meering House ,  wo dozcn radio geeks and social  acr iv isrs

, l  
a r e  s r a r i n g  a r  a  g u y  w i c h  r h i s  h u g e  F i d e l  C a s r r o  b c a r d ,

b l a c k  n e r d  g l a s s e s  a n d  a n  a n r e n n a  o n  h i s  T - s h i r r .  H i s  p i r a r e
al ias is P*e Ti idish ("petr i  dish"),  and, for the lasr houi,  hes
been rel l ing rhem how ro sran a low-power FM pirare radio
stat ion -  legal ly.

At 3 I  ,  Pete is one of pirare radio's Bluebeards, a hardcore
a c c i v i s r  w i r h  a  b r o a d c a s t  e n q i n e e r ' s  b r a i n ,  a  s e c r e t  i d e n r i t y
a n d  c o n v i c r i o n s  a  l i t t l e  r o  r h i  l e f r  o f  r h e  L e f r .

.  
Pae may also be rhe only anarchist  radio piratc funded by

t h e  F o r d  F o u n d a r i o n .
H i i  f t u m c r h c t r r  R a d i o  P r t r j e c r .  a  L r o n a l l d c  l e g a l  n o n - p r o f i r

, i ; , 1 i , r . t , , ' "  
i s  . r l . o  f u r r d c d  I r v  V r l l  S r r c c r  m " g u l  {  i i , , r g c

T h c  p r o j c c t  h a p p c n s  r o  b e  r h c  c u l m i n a r i o n  o f  1 0 0 , 2 ,  i l l c ,
e a l  p r i r a r e  r a c l i o  a c r i v i s r r .

.  
" l  

l i k e . r h c  i d c a  o f  b r c a k i n g  b a d  l a w s , "  p c t e  e x p l a i n s . , , l f
t i r c r e ' s  a  b a c l  I a u  r h c  l . c s r  r v i y  r o  c h a n g e  i r  i s  n o i  r c r l l y  t o
s , r i t c  y c r u r  c o n g r c s s m a n  -  [ r u t  r o  [ r r c r l <  i r . "

\ \  l ' ,  r r  l \ r c  c , , . 1 , ' r r J ) d c d  l ' r , . r ) ) c r h r u \  r v i r i r  , c r < r a l  l r i r . r r s
l . L r , l . 1 ' . . .  r h ,  i , l r , r  * . r .  r , ,  r . r l i t  . r l l  r l r .  , . r - . r f  F l ( , r )  , . 1  l , ) ,  r , c
r  r d i .  - -  l . c a L  n c w s ,  I o c a l  p c o p l c ,  u n c o n v c n r i o n r ' l  p , , i n r s  , , f -
' i o r .  s o < r < l  o ] c i  { r s h i o n c c l  f i i n  -  a n d  r n a k c  i r  l c g r l .  

'

N o r v  l ' e ' r e  c l r i v c s  a c r o s .  r l t e  c o u n r r y  n i r l r  a  c c l ] l  p h o r t r : : u r d
r  t r r r n l i  l L L l l  o l  L ; j z a r r c  r a c i i o  e < l u i p m c n r ,  c l o c l i i n g  m r l c s  o n
h i s  l ( ) ( ) - J  l i ' r d  t s c o r r  ( 1 7 2 . , i ( r 0 )  a n c l  s p r c a 4 i n g  r h c  g . s p c l  o l '
. , , 1 r '  r " , . ' . . .  .  l r ' . . r  i l i i r  r . r c L , r .  I l c , c v c D  g , , r  u 1 , . r . , 1 1 ; 1 1 q

U ,  l ' , 1 . r .  ' n s  I ' , , . i l r i l g  t r i i l r  r i l , , i l c v  i n  l r r ,  g . r :  r . r r r l , .  f l l q y  t -

I ' c , I  l ' \  u , , , ' r r ' i r l t r a l ' l c  r v o r l < . . r n d  s . l ' t (  r , )  l u n l l c r  l l n r
r l o n g .

, ,  
' '  i v . . .

, . :  - " ,  * ,  ,  
'

s i tc  ro  pu t  rhe .anrenna and dozens o f  n i t -p icky  FCC re-
qu i remenrs  fu l f i l l ed .  I f  rhcy  succeed and- rhe ' l i ccnse is
granrcd, whar rhcy'l l  nccd, above all, is cash.

rJThy bother?
Well, rhc average American household has (betwecn rhe

c lock  rad io ,  the  car  rad io ,  the  wa lkman,  the  s rereo ,  the
shower  rad io  no  one uses ,  rhe  los r - in - rhe-k i rchen-drawer
rad io )  approx imatc ly  n ine  rad ios .  I f  your  Amer ican house-
ho ld  happens ro  havc  zero  rad ios ,  rhen you can buy  one ar
a yard salc for a fcw bucks.

-  In  rh is  agc  o fsa te l l i re  TV,  e -wharever  and the  a l l -ho ly
In rc rne t ,  rnany  rh ink  o f  rad io  as  nor  on ly  anr iquared l r r i r
l c s s  r l r r n  u s c f u l .  I r ' s  r l r c  d i g i r a l  a g c .  r l r c y  s : y .  W h y  n o r  r r a r r
r  w e l r . i r c  o r  r n  o n l i n e  d i g i r r l  r r d i o  s r a i i . , r i

R a d i o  m a y  b c  a n  o l d  r n c d i u m ,  b u r  m o r e  p e o p l c  i n  t h i s
counr rv  can l i s re r r  r t>  rhc  rac l io  rh rn  watch  re icv i i ion  or  loc
o n l i n e .  L c s s  r h a n  h . r l f  r h c  U . S .  h a s  a c c e s s  r o  r h c  l n r " . , , . i .
r n d  a  n r u c h  s n r a l l c r  p c r c e n r a g c  h a v c  c o m p u t e r s  q u i c k
e n o u s l r  t o  b o r h c r  r v i t h  o r r l i n c  r a d i o .

A f r c r  n c r r r l y  r  c c n f u r ) r ,  r a d i o  i s  s r i l i  r h c  p e o p i c ' s  m e d i _
unr .  Anc l  fo r  low-powcr  r rd io  advc lcarcs ,  1 r .np l . ,  " r "  nur

. l r ' r c r r t . r s l r i p  o r  
" n r r r r k u r  

. l r a r . .  T l r . y  r e  1 1 c t , l ) r , .  . , 1 J
t l rcy 'vc  l rccn  s i ' s rcn tar ica l l y  chcr rcd  our  o f  rhc 'a i rwavcs .- l - i rc  

\ /a l l cy  Frcc  Rad io  Cr ' l l cc t i vc  \ \ ,anrs  a  t racr ion  o f '
t l tosc  r i r rvavcs .  "We ' rc  

r ry i lg  ro  t ry ing  ro  p rov idc  an  our -
lc r  lo r  p roArcss ive  v ic rvs  ou ts ic lc  thc  n r r ins r rcant . "  s r id  Wi l l
l - l ; r l l ,  f i rund ing  mcnrbcr  r i f  thc  Va l l r : y  Frec  Rac l io  C lo l l cc ,
t i r c .  " W c r c  

r r 1 i n 6  r , ,  p r o r i J c  r ( L ( \ i  t r ) r  p r r r p l c  i r r  r l r c  c u r n -
nrun i ry  who are  undcr -sc fvcd  by  thc  n rcd ia .  And wc ' rc  ( ry -
i r r g  t o  p r o v i d c  a n  a l t c r n a r i r , c  r o  c o r p o r r r e  c o n r r o l  o l - r h c
m c d i a  

'

By lau rhe FCC is supposed ro issue licenses wirh rhe leasr
infringemcnt on free specch. Here's. rhe carch: Ninery-eighr
percenr  o I  tnc  count ry  s  l rcenscs  bc long ro  commerc ia l  s ra_
tions and Narional Public Radio (NPR) affi l iates. Accordins
ro  Dun i fe r t  lawye rs ,  rhe  FCC was nor  do ing  i rs  job .  Vhe i
so  tew have access  ro  so  much.  i s  rhe  FCC rea l l y  i ssu ine  l i_
ceroes wirh rhe leasr infringemenr on frec spceclri

The judge dec ided rha i  rhe  argumenr  had consr i ru r iona l
merit and refuscd ro issue the injincion. Dunifer didni jusr
go  back  on  rhe  a i r .  He opened up  a  s rore f ronr  s rar ion  fo r
Rad io  Free  Berkc lcy .  and began s . l i i ng  m, r i l -o rdcr  low-oor*er
FM rad i , r  k i rs  -  complc rc  * i rh  in , r iuc r ions  -  f , , r  rh .  . l i . -
counr  p r ice  o f$700.  He so ld  h r rndrcds  and hundrcds  o f rhenr
ro  asp i r ing  p i ra rc .s .

Ont  o f  h is  f i rs r  bu lc rs  u ,as  Pcrc .  Bc{brc  pc tc  becar r re  a  p i -
r , t t c .  l r c  r r , r s  r r  s , , 1 . r 1 . n , , * t  n r J J o r . l  A n , i , , \ r r  ( _ , , 1 . ( c ( . .  l c l (
l i l i t s  t o  c . r l l  L P I  \ l  r h (  r , , 1 r r  . , r . , . 1 - y  , , I  r h ,  r r , , .  . ,  r c l ! , \ . r . , r \
fo r  N, lo r .cmcnr  gee l<s .  As  a  l i f i ' l ong  acr iv is t ,  hcd  a lu ,avs  sccn
mcc l ia  ac t i r ' i s r l  as  l css  i rn rucd ia tc  inc l  n r r rc  abs t racr  th rn ,  sar . ,
i ) r a , r , n i , z i n C  l ] , , , t ' 1 .  r , '  { p c a l <  . , r r r  . q _ . , , r " t  1 1 ,  , ) r  I , u l , . i .  j r , , . r , r r r i
I r r  l - l 1 r l . r d c l I 1 1 r . l

B u t  y c r r s  o f  p r o r c s t  r r r r g h r  h i n r  t h a r  n r c d r a  r n a r t c r s .  
. . W c d

I n . t k c . t  I ' L r r r . b , , l  . i r - r r : .  l t .  , . . r . 1 .  . r r r c l  6 , ,  r , r 1 1  . 1 1 1 6 1  1 , , 6 1 , , , q 1 , -
\ ( l \ ( s  ,  r l l , ) g \ .  r n t l  g ,  r  . r  r l r r . .  . , . , , r , , 1  . , , r r r r , 1 l , r r c  , , r r  I  V .
l - i r c n  l t i r , , 1 ' 1 ' r r r c r t r '  u r , t r l , l  s p ,  r r d  r . r r  r r . ' r r , i l e .  r , r r  r l r c  c v c r r r n f
u c $ \  t (  r v , n J l ' l v  ( x l \ i , r i r r i n I  r l r c r r  p . , r r r .  , , l  v r w  I  t c l r  i i k c  m j .
. ) (  u \  t \ r  l  r (  ' r J \  a r c  u l t  r r  l . i t  . r .  , r r u ( L r ; J r (  . r r r J  r , . . r .  , r r . r l , l c  . r n r l
c r p r h l c  o i  r ' x 1 ' r c s . i n g  r l t c n r r c r I c s . r i l . 1 , l c L , . r r r n ; - , r .  r l , c , c  g u r .
w r 1 ( .  F r ) t  w c  \ v c r c n (  s ( c n  c q u , l l l v  l , y  r l r e  r t r . r r r r . r r c . t r n  n . . J r :  

'

I r  l q l r r r r r r r ' .  l ( ) ' , -  P ( r c  T r r d i s l r .  M i l l i .  V , r r r ,  B u r r l r , r  V c r r u r
a n d  N o a h  V c i i  s r o r m c d  r h c  a i m , a v c s .  a n c l  c l c c l a r c d  t h c m s e l v c s

. t i l l : '

i : , . . '

iii''. 
*

,.,,,t';i '; I
sluwet- ttl

Finw pirate radin became legal ... dnd wl-rg Nnrthanrptnn nrigirt benepit
- I _  

l r '  r .  . r r .  s ,  r r r .  | . '  r ) ' r t '  r , r , l t r ,  . r , r r i , , r r ,  r r t  r l r . . o r r r r r r i .  r n J

I  , ' r r l r  - ) ' ) t l  J ' (  \ , r r ) t r ) t , l r j i l y  s r . l , r , r 6 \ .  l  \ ' ( t  \ t r t r ( .  , t , c
I  1 .  1 . . , ' , , " t ' , ' , , , , . r r i , , [ ,  / \ . 1 , ' t  l ' l , r r ' , , l  l r , ,  r r r . , l  r r s t r r . -

t i o n s  o n .  r n o n o p o l v  n r c r l i r  r r r l n c r s h i l . .  r  i r . r n d l i r l  o f  [ r i g  c o r p o ,
r . r r ' , n :  L ' ! (  I ' c t r r  l . c , l r r r 1 -  r  r r . r r . r r r , l r ' , , 1 r  \ n , , l l u t  , , i | , . * , . i , , , ,
c l r . , t t r r u l s  l r t d  t , r ' i r , ,  s t . r t . , ' n .  I . r  r . r , l  , ' .  r , c l r .  r r , . r l r  r r r c r l i . .  q r , , u 1 . .
l i k e  l ) i s n c y  I r a l c  c o r r s o l i c l : r r c c l  l , : ' 0  l , i l l i o n  d , r l l r r s  r , , , r r h  i , I
s t r r i , , n s .  ( l l c r r r  C i r r n n c l  ( l , r n r n r u r r i c r r i o n s ,  r h c  l a r g c s r  r . r c l i o
g l i r l r ,  o w n s  I  2 0 0  s r a L i o n s .  l - l r r t . '  r n r r r c  r l r r n  I  0 ( %  o l  t l r c  c o r r n -
t r y s  r a c l i o  s p c c r r u r n .  P r i o r  r o  r h c  l c l c c o m n r u n i c a r i o n s  . \ c r ,
c o r p o r a r i o n s  c o u l d  o n l y  o u . n  I  0 ( )  m c i i o  s r a t i o n s .

I n  r L c  s u r n m c r  o f  1 9 9 7 ,  n r o r c  r h r r r  a  v c a r ; r f r c r  r h c  l 1 ) ! ) ( r
T c l c c o r n n r u n j c r r i o n s  A c - (  p a s s ( d .  P c r c  r o o k  a n  o n - a i r  p h o n c
c . r l l  a r  R , r t l i o  \ l L r t r r t v .  t l r c  l , r a r i  \ r . r r r ' , n  h .  l r c l l c d . i a r r  , n
l h i l r d c l p l r i . r .

" l s  
r l r i s  P c r c  t h c  P i r a r c ? "

" Y c a l r .  \ W h o  r r c  1 o u ? "
T h c  g u 1 '  6 1 1  r h c  p h o n c  w a s  a  s n r a l l , r i n r c  r a d i o  r r o g u l .  A f i c r

5 l r , ( i n t  ' ) u t  i n  r a d r , , . r s . t  r c c n , t g c r  \ s c ( . l i r ) B  l l , ) o r s .  l r c d  r i s c r r
t , r  l ) c c | m c  r l t c , r w n c r  o l  t l t t c s  c r , r n m , . r . r . r l  s t r t i o l s .  H e  s x -
p l a i n c ' d  r h a r  r h e  T e l c c o m n r u n i c a r i o n s  A c r  w a s  p u c c i r r g  h i m
o u r  o f  b u s i n c s s .  H e  c o u l d n i  c o n r p c r e  r v i r h  r h c  b i s n c y s  a n d
C l c a r  C h a n n c l s  o f  r h e  r v o r l d ,  a n d  u ' a s  s c l l r r g  o u r  w l r i l c  h i s
s r a r i o n s  c o u l d  s r i l l  g e r  a  d e c e n t  p r i c c .  T h c  r h i n g  w a s ,  h c  r o l d
Pcrc, he'd bccn in radio his rvholc l i fc.  I r  was hi i  passjon, and
h e  d i d n i  k n o w  w h a r  c l s c  r o  d o .

' ' l i r  
t h i n k i n g  r v l r c n  I . s c l l  m y  s r a r i o n s , "  h c  s a i d ,  

" l ' m  
g o i n g

t o  s r a r r  a  p i r a t c  s r a t i o n . "

,  
l n  t h e ' . ) 0 s  a l l  " o r r s , , f p e o p l c  g o r  r h (  s r m e  i d c a .  T h c y  f e l r

s l r u t  o u r  b y  r h c  n ) a r n s l r e a m  c o r p o r J t e  m e d i a ,  a n d  d e c i d c d  r o
f ighr back. Srcplren f)uni fer,  a free-speech acr iv isr in Berke-
Iey, Cal i fornia, real ly ser the bal l  rol l ing. Vhen rhe FCC rr ied
to shur down his Radio Free Berkeley, Dunifer refused ro pul l
rhc plug. So the FCC gor an injunci ion and hauled him inro
courr.  But Duniferk lawycrs used an unusual defense.

l - i r s r . l c r ' ,  r a l l <  i l l c g a l  p i r r r c  r . r d i , , :  W l r c r h . r  y , r r r , r r <
! -  l  r , ' a d c a . r i n t  n r  I r r 0 . 0 i ) r  \ v . r n \ , ) r  l ( \ \  r l r : r n  I  r v , r r r .
I  v ' , r r  a r c  r r ; n s r n i r r i n g  i l l c p , r l l y  u n l . s ,  v , ' u  h a v r  a  I i -
ccnse i ron  r l te  FCC.  Low-porvcr  FM is  rad io  ac  100 war rs
L r r  l c s s .  A l t h o u g h  r a n g e s  v a r y ,  5 0 - 1 0 0  w a r r s  w o r r l r  o f
I -PFM rv i l l  p rc t ty  re l iab ly  ger  you a  7 ,mi le  d ian ic rer  o f  l i s -
tc  nersh  i  p .

E s t i m a r e s  i n d i c a r e  c h a r  a  l 0 0 , w a r r  L P F M  s r a t i o n  i n
Nor thampron cou ld  reach a  20- rn i le  w ic lc  c i rc le ,  and t rans-
r n i t  r o  E a s r l r a m p r o n ,  U M a s s  A r r r h e r s r .  F l o r c n c e ,  e v c n
W i l l i a m s b u r g .

" l t ' s  
r rcver  bccn rh is  easy  to  ger  a  rac i io  s ta r ion  in  h is ro -

r r ' , "  Pc tc  re l l s  the  loca l  rad io  geeks  and acr iv is r  f ieaks  ar
r l t c .Un i ra r ian  Mecr ing  Housc .  Thesc  peop le  a rc  par r  o f  the
V a l l c y  F r e e  R a d i o  

- C o l l e c r i v e ,  
" . d  i r y  J u n e  l l ,  i t

Nor thampron 's  go ing  ro  have a  communi iy  rad io  s rar ion ,
r h t 1  m u s r  c o m p l c r e  a  r i g o r o r r s  F C C  a p p l i c a r i o n .

To be  .e l ig i l r l c  hy  rhc  
-FCC.  

rhcy ' l l  nced rhe  suppor r  o f
an  esrab l i shed non-pro f i r  o rgan izar ion ,  a  s rud io  space,  a
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r h .  r n c . l i a .  
- l  

h u s  r v a s  L r o r n  l { r d i o  N l r r r i r r r , ,  l r o n r c  o i  W c s r
l ' l r r l . r r l r l l ' l r r . i r  . r r r t r  | 1 . , 1 i 1  r j l  r , , l , r r r r c c r ' , , , i " r r r r r r r i r '  r r r l i . , .' i t  

u r '  . t  g r c . r t .  g r c , r r  . r . r r i , ' r r .  ] . r c  ' . r i d .  I n  i r .  d . r r  j l . r L r r , ,

l \ l r r r i n r ' '  1 ' r , ' * r . r l r r r r r r ' 1  r r r .  l r r . 1 ,  r l  l n . : r r c c r . r ,  r , , r ,  N . r r i , , n .
h o s t c d  L r t , a n  c x - i o r r r . i c r :  

" A i r i c r r  
l l c p o r t . '  h o s r e t l  l r y  r , . c r c r a n

o l  r p r r r l r c i J - t r a  r c r i v i s n r  i n  S o u r h  t \ f r i c . r  s h , , r v s  o n  p r r b l i c
l r c a l t h ,  l r b o r  i s s L r c s  r n d .  r l r o j r  i n r p o r ( . n t l ) , .  p r o q r c s s i v c  c o v e r _
a g c  o l - l r r c r l  n c u s .  R r c l i o  t r 1 u r i n 1  u , r s  a l s o  a  l o t  o f f u n .  l ) l s
" l ' r ! n  l i l ( / n r c r .  i l ' r u  r  I  r ,  I  L j )  l . , r t ,  . , . r ) F \ .  l r ' 1 ,  l r , , p  L r i u , r l l . . r l l
i r r  r h c  s . r n r c  I r , " r r .  i ' ,  r c  . . t r . l t .  . r 0 d  , ) i l ( .  w ( , I r . l r )  r c g u l a r l y  , , f -
l i ' rcd up sex ups ovcr r  I (- ' [c l  disco soLrlorrud{.

I n  N - o v e r r i r e  r .  l 9 i ) 7 ,  r h c  I j ( - C  c a m c  k n o c k i n g  a n d  s h u r
t i r c n r  d o r v n .  

' l  
l r r c e  c l a i ' s  l a r c r ,  r h c  I l a c { i o  N , l u r i n y - D l s  s c t  u p

s b o p  i r  I L o r r r  o l  l l c n j r n i n  l r r r n k l i r r l s  p r i n r i n g  p r c s s  i n  c l o w r i ,
r o r v n  P l r i l r c l , : l p h i a ,  l l i p p e d  r h c  

" O n  
A i r "  s r v i i c h  o n c  i l s r  r i m c

a t r c l  u n l r t r l c < i  a  v c r l  l : r r g c  b a r r n c l  
" 1 7 7 3  -  B c n j a r n i n

I r r a r r l < l i r r  r l c f l c s  r l r e  B r i r i s h ,  p r i n t i n g  P o o r  R r c h r r c i !  A l m a n a c
r v i t h o r r t  a  s r a r n p  f r . i , r n  r l r e  B r i t i s h  c r o w n .  I t ) 9 7  -  R a d i o
N4utiny clet le.  r l rc FCC fbr fr .cc spccclr  on rhe air  wavcs." For
c \ , ( r ) , s t a t i o n  r h c  F ( j C  s h u r s  d o w n ,  r h c y  a n r r o u n c e d ,  R a d i o
M u t i n y  w o u i . l  c s r a [ > l i s h  r c n .

R a d i o  M u t i n y  c m b a r k c d  o n  r h e  f l r s r  o f  s c v c r a l  n a r i o n w i d e
p i r a t e  r a d i o  w o r l < s h o p  r o u r s ,  c s r a b l i s h i n g  d o z c n s  o f  i l l e g a l  s t a -
t i o n s .  B u t ,  a f i c r  a  c o u p l e  v c a r s  i n  t l t e  p i r a r e  r a d i o  r a c k e r ,  p e r e

h i t  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g l a s s  c c i l i n g .  
" l  

f e l i  w c  c o r r l d n  r  j u s r  h a v e  a
radio stat ion lor rhc unrcasonably foolhardy," hc said. 

" l r  
had

r o  b c  a  r a d i o  s r a t i o n  f b r  r h e  e n r i r e  c o m m u n i r ) , .  A n d  r h c  o n l y
way wc werc going ro be ablc ro do rhar rvas ro go lcgaj."

J-!  romctheus was dre Creek god who caprurcd f i re from
l - f  r h e  g o d s  a n d  d c l i v e r e d  i r  r o  h u m a n i t y .  T h e
I  P r o m c h e u s  R a , l i o  P r o j e c r !  I o g o  d c p i c r s  o n e  h a n d

passing a f laming micropho..  ro "norl i . ,  hand. Vhen Petc
srarred rhc projecr in Seprer,ber,  1998, pirate radio act iv ism
wro iear ing up, and rumors were srarr ing ro f ly.

The FCC was talk ing about legal iz ing low-power FM.

TI


