Bad Things That Happen To You Can Drive You Crazy!

Understanding Abuse, Trauma, and Madness
and Working Toward Recovery

The medical model of human suffering sees experiences like voices and visions as symptoms of serious
mental illness requiring treatment and eradication. But a growing body of evidence reframes experiences
like these as meaningful responses to overwhelming events, capable of being understood and
integrated into a person’s life. Learning how voices and visions function as techniques of survival can be
crucial to developing coping strategies and aiding full recovery.

Jw m is a writer, campaigner, speaker and trainer specializing in

hearing voices, psychosis, trauma and dissociation. She is a leading figure in the Hearing Voices
Network —- an international collaborative organization of patients and professionals -- and a
Director of Intervoice: The International Network for Training, Education and Research into Hearing
Voices. Along with Professor Marius Romme and Dr. Sandra Escher, she is co-editor of Living with
Voices, an anthology of 50 voice hearers' stories of recovery, and of the forthcoming Demedicalizing
Misery: Psychiatry, Psychology and the Human Condition. She is also a voice hearer.

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 7.30pm
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE, DWIGHT 101

Free and Open to the Public.

Accessible parking and entrance at rear of building, with elevator to venue.

Co-sponsored by the Mount Holyoke College Department of Psychology and Education,
the Western Massachusetts Recovery Learning Community, and Freedom Center.



